IX

Trotsky, Stalin, and Chinese Communism

At its very beginning the Chinese Communist party was com-
posed of a group of intellectuals, embittered by the Versailles
Treaty, disappointed in the United States, and passionately inspired
by the Russian Revolution. Among the group of students who
took part in the First Congress of the Chinese Communist Party
in the summer of 1921, the leading role fell to Professor Chen
Tu-hsiu of Peking University, a man of broad knowledge, who
had studied in Japan and Europe. The future leader, Mao Tse-tung,
was present, as was Chang Ho-tao, another leader who was ex-
pelled from his party in the late thirties, All the delegates together,
however, did not represent more than a handful of revolutionary
youths; there was no labor movement behind them, They con-
demned anarchism, but they also rejected an outright affiliation
with the Communist International It was, as was the initial Com-
munism throughout the whole Orient, an idealistic movement of
young revolutionaries and sincere, devoted intellectuals prepared
to make any sacrifice for their cause; it was not a mass movement

These characteristics of Chinese Communism continued to be
dominant for another three years, Congresses were held almost
every year, but until January, $925, the membership of the party
remained below the 1,000 mark. At its Second Congress, in 1922,
the party voted to join the Communist International (its member-
ship at that time was 300). Many young Chinese who had gone to
Russia to study returned to China and now, in accordance with
Soviet policy, the Congress decided upon a program of "self-deter-
mination" for outlying provinces, such as Mongolia, The decisive
problem, however, was the relationship with the Kuoinintang* The
Kuomintang was a "bourgeois party," but it was militant and anti-
imperialist. Communism from its very outset and in all countries
had been exclusive. To stay clear of heterogeneous elements and
to fight for political control were first principles laid down by